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THIRTY-NINTH DAY. 

. SENATE CHAMBER, 
AUSTIN, February 25, 1889. 

Senate met pnrsuant to adjourn
ment. 

Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the 
chair. · 

Roll called. 
Quorum present. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator Stephens, 

-The reading of the Journal of Sat-
urday was dispensed with. 

PETITIO:XS AND MEMORIALS. 

By Senate Bun1ev: 
Memorial from tliirt~· business firms 

of the city of Sau Antonio, opposing a 
railroad commission. 

Referrt-d to Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

Petition of forty-four citizens of 
Bexar county favoring a railroad com
mission. 

Referred to Committee on Internal 
lmprovements. 

By Senator McDonald: 

cinct officers of Williamson county,. 
asking the Legislature to purchase- · 
and distribute Sayles' civil and Will
son's criminal Texas Statutes. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee, 
No. 1. • 

By Senator Kimbrough: 
Petition of the board of managers of 

the State Farmers' Alliance Ex
change, favoring a railroad connilis
slon. 

Refarred to Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

By Senator Field: 
Petition of thirty-two citizens, mer

chants and business men of Calvert,. 
opl>08ing a railroad commission . 

.fteferred tn Committee on Internal 
Improvements. · 

By Senator Ingram: 
Petition of citJzens of San Augus ... 

tine county, opposing a railroad com
mission. 

Referred to Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

By Senator Kimbrough: 
Petition of fifty-two citizens of Kauf

man, opposing a railroad commission. 
Referred to Committee on Internal 

Improvements. 

By Senator Stephens: 
Petition of count)" officers of Pottar 

on Internal county, asking the I..eldslature to pur
chase and distribute S&yles' and Will
son's Texas StatuM!s. 

Petition of forty-one merchants and 
farmers of Blossom Prairie, L&mar 
county1 opposing a railroad commis
sion. 

Referred to Committee 
Improvements. 

By SenatOr Jarvis: Referred to Judiciary Committe& 
Petition of seventy-five citizens of No. 1. 

Parker oounty, opposing a railroad Petition of county officers of Wichita. 
commission.· county, asking the I..eaislature to pur-

Referred to Committee on Internal chast1 and distribute S&yles' and Will-
Improvements. son's Texas Statutes. ' 

By Senator Allen: 
Petition of citizens of Collin county, 

opposing a railroad commission. 
Referred to Committee on Internal 

Improvements. 

By Senator Tyler: ' 
Protest of eighteen merchants and 

others of Harrillton, opposing a rail
road commission. 

Referred to Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

By Senator Upshaw: 
Petition of citizens of Ellis county, 

favoring a rPilroad commission. 
Referred to Committee on Internal 

Improvements. 

By Senator Glasscock: 
Petition of State, county and pre-

Referred to Judiciary Committee. 
No.1. 

By Senator Cranford, by request: 
Petition of citizens of Roberts,. 

Hunt county, opposing a railroad com-
mission. · 

Referred to Committee on Internal 
Improvement.!. 

By request: 
Petition of one hundred and teDt 

citizens of Greenville, Hunt ·county,. 
opl>08ing a railroad commission. 

lteferred to Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

By request: . 
Petition of voters of Delta county,. 

favoring a railroad commission. 
Referred to Committee on Internal 

Improvements. 
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-REPORTS OF STANDING C'Ol\Il\JITTEES.1 

B,\· 8enator Sims. 

CoJ1111UTTEE Roo11r, 
AUSTIN, Fehrnary 25, 18b!J. 

H<111. T. B. W11cele1', l'rcflidcnt of the 
.~·,;1wte: 

Your Committee on Judicial Dis
"trict8, to whom wa8 referred 

Senate bill No. 242, e•1titled "An act 
to provide the time of holding district 
-court in the Eighth judicial district of 
the State of 'fexas," 

Have had the same under con8idera
tlon, and instruct me to repon lt back 
t<) the &mate with the recommenda
tion that it do pass. 

Allot' which is respectfully submit-
h<l. . 

Bill read ft!"St time. 

Ry Senator Upshaw: 

SIMS, 
Chairman. 

Co111l\fr1'TEE Roo111, 
AUSTIN, February 25, 1889. 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, PrcsU.lcnt of the 
Scnat_e: 
Your Committee on Internal Im

pro\·ements, to whom was referred 
8ub8titute House billi; Nos. 6, 12, 25 

113, 1821 191, 239, a bill to be entitled 
"An act to correct abuses and to pre
vent discriminations and extortions in 
the rates ot' freight and passenger 
tariff on the dlfferent railroad!! in this 
:State, to pre,-e_1t pooling aud 
to eslabllsh reasonable maximum 
rates of charges for the trans
portation of freight and pass
-en.,.ers on said ritilroads; to prohibit 
·raiiroad companiei;, corporationi;, 
lessees and receivers in this State from 
ehardng other than just and reason
.able rates, and to provide adequate 
penalties for the violation of this act, 
.and to provide rules of procedure ana 
rules of evidence in relation thereto, 
:and to create a railway commission 
for the State, prescribing their duties 
.and conferring upon it powers to en
,orce this act and all laws of this State 
in relation to railroads,'' 

Have had the l!ame under considera
tion1 and instruct me to report it back 
to tne~ Senate with the recommenda
tion that it be considered in connec
tion with Senate blJl No. 5 on the same 

:subject. 
All of which is respectfully sub

mitted. 
UPSHAW, 

Acting Chairman. 
.Bill read first time. 

i 
By Senator Abercrombie: 

Co:11:1IITTEE Roolll, 
AUSTIX, l<'ebruary 23, 1889. 

Hon. T. B. Jt1icelm·, President of the 
Senate: · 
Your Judiciary Committee No. 2. 

to whom was referred · 
8enate bill No. 2041 entitled "An act 

t-0 amend chapter I, title IO, of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure of the 
State of 'rexas, by adding thereto ar
ticle 850a," 

"Which provide!! that where a per
son has been convicted of any felooy, 
and has given notice of appeal, he may 
at any time after adjournment of the 
di8trict court and before his appeal 
has been acted upon b~ the conrt of 
appeals, by his request n writing, ac
knowled1ted before the clerk of the 
court from which such conviction was 
bad, withdraw his appeal, 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and instruct me to report It back 
t-0 the Senate with the recommendation 
that it do pass. 

All of whkh is respectfully sub
mitted. 

AUERCROMUIE, 
Chairman. 

Bill read first time. 

CO:!>I:\HTTEE ROOM, 
AliSTIN, February 23, 1889. 

Hon. T. B. JV heeler, P1'csident of the 
Senate: 
Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to 

whom was reterred 
Senate bill No. 290, entitled ''An act 

to amend article 110, chapter 5, title 
4, of the Penal Code of the State of 
Texas" 

Which bill provides that "any per
son who shall pursue or follow any 
occupation, calling or profession.! or 
do any act taxed by law, without nrst 
obtaining a license therefor, shall be 
fined in any sum not less than the 
amount. of taxes so due, and not more 
than <louble that suru, and it is pro
vided that one sale of spirituous, 
vinous, or malt liquors to any person 
shall constitute an offense within the 
meaning of this act," 

Have -had the same under consider
ation, and instruct me to report it 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do not pass. 

All of which is- respectfully submit
ted. 

ABERCROMBIE, 
Chairman. 

Bill read first time . 
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COMMITTEE RooM, 
AUSTIN, February'23, 1889. 

Hon. T. B. WJ.eeler, Pre8-ident of the 
Senate: · 
Your Judiciary Committee No. 21 

to whom was referred 
. Senate bill No. 296, entitled "An act 

to amend article 391, chapter 1, title 
12, of the Penal Code of the State of 
Texas" 

Have had the same under consider
ation, and inetruct me to report it 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation thatit do ~ot pa.as. 

All of which is respectfully submit
ted. 

ABERCROMBIE, 
Chairman. 

Bill read tlrst time. 

:By Senal:or Field: 

CoMlllITTEE ROOM, 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1889. 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, Pres-ident of the 
Senate: ,. 
Your Judiciary Committee No. ~. to 

whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 170, entitled "An 

act to amend articles 186 and 186a of 
the Penal Code of the State of Texasi 
as amended by an act approved Apri 
2, 1887, passed by the Twentieth 
Legislature, regulating sales on Sun
day," 

Which bill seeks to proh'bit sales 
-0n Sunday only between the hours of 
i} o'clock in the forenoon and 4 
-0'clock in the afternoon, 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and instruct me to report it 
hack to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass with .the 
following amendment, to-wit: 

Amend article U!6a by inserting 
after the words "ice cream/' in line 7, 
the words "soda water ana other min
-eral waters." 

All of which is respectfully submit-
ted. . 

FIELD, 
Acting Chairman. 

Bill read first time. 
Senator Frank gave notice of his in

tention to file a minority report on 
Senate bill No. 170. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

By Senator Stephens: · 
A bill to be entitled "An act to fur

ther provide for the regulation of rail
way and express companies doing 
.business in the State of~exas, and to 

provide for the appointment of a rail
road commission and a s,ecretary, and 
to prescribe their salaries and duties." 

Referred to the Committee on Inter
nal Improvements. 

By Senator Abercrombie: 
A bill to be entitled "An act to 

amend title 8,chapter 5, of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure by adding article 
661a." 

[The bill seeks to provide that upon 
the trial of any felony case· the judge 
of the court may in his discretion 
when in his judgment the same is 
necessary to meet the ends of justice, 
and for the purpose of preserving the 
evidence given on the trial of 
said case, employ a stenographer or 
other competent person to take down 
the testiriJony therein; the fees for 
which shail be the same as those al
lowed in civil cases,.etc.] 

Referred to Jumciary Committee 
No.2. 

Senator · McDonald called up tJ-ie 
resolution offered on February 20 by 
Senator Glasscock, viz: 

Resolved, That on and after ·Febru
ary 25, 1889, the Senate hold evening 
sessions, commencing at 2:30. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Senator Sims, 
Senator Woodward was excused for 

to-day, on account of Important busi-
ness. · 

Senate joint resolution No. 2, joint 
resolution to amend s~tion 11, artiqle 
16, of the Coni.titution of the State of 
-Texas, 

Was.laid before the Senat.t'I and read 
the 110C9nd time with .majority (unfav
orable) and minority (favorable) re
port. 

On motion of Senator Allen,.the bill 
was made the special order for Friday, 
after morning call. · , 

Senator Burges entered a motion to 
reconside.r the vote by which 

House bill No. 194, a bill to be en
titled "An act to amend sections 2 and 
6 of chapter 131, of an act to provide 
for the appointment of receivers and 
to define their .powers and duties and 
to regulate proCeedings w1der such ap
JIOlntment of receivers, as passed by 
the .Twentieth Legislature and ap
proved. April 2, 1887," 

Was passed to its third reading. 

· The tollowlnp: messagf's · were re
ceived from the House: 
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HOUSE OF REPRESEXTATIVES, 
AUSTIN, February 2Zi, 1889. 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, P1·csi<lent of tlie 
,<.,'enafc: 
Sm-I am directed to inform the 

Senate that the House has passed 
Senst~ bill No. 8, being ·•An act to 

amend section 14 of an act to amend 
articles 8 and 14 of an act to redis
trict the State into judicfal district8 
and fix the times for holding courts 
therein, and to provide for the election 
of jud~es and district attorneys in 
said district, at the next general elec
tion, to be held on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in JSovember, 
1884, approved April 9, 1883; to create 
the Fortieth judwial district of the 
State of Texas, fix the time for hold
mg court therein, and provide for the 
appointment of a district judge for 
said district, approved l\Iarch 27, 1885; 
to creat,a the J<'orty-fourth judicial dis
trict of the State of Texa1:1, fix the 
times for holding court therein, and to 
provide for the appointment of a dis
trict judge for said distri"t,' 1 

ruder a suspension of the constitu
tional rule, there being GO yeas, 34 
nay;;. 

\V. l\I. hmom•:x, 
Chief Clerk of the House. 

HoL'SE·OJo' IlEPRESEXTATIYES, 
.AUSTIN, J<'ebruary 23, lb89. 

Hon. T. B. W!tceler, P1·esi<lent of tlte 
Senate: 
Sm-The House has passed under a 

suspension of the constitutional rule 
and by a two-thirds vote, there being 
91 ayes, no nay!, 

corrections on the engrossment of the 
same. 

\V. M. IMBODEN, 
Chief Clerk House of Representatives. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES, 
AUSTIN, February 25, 1889. 

ITon. T. B. lVhecler, Pres,idcnt of the 
Senate: 
Srn-1 am directed to inform the Sen

ate that the House retuses to concur 
in the Senate amendment to substitute 
House bill No. 21, a bill to be entitled 
"An act to makQ. valid and to confirm 
certain con tracts of sale made by the 
Land Board of the State of Texas, 
made with divers persons for the sale 
of certain of the free school and asylum 
lands ofthe'State of Texas, 1:1old under 
the act of the J,i>gislature of the 8tate 
of Texas, approved April 12, 1883." 

W. l\[. llllBODEN, 
Chief Clerk House of .Representatives. 

Senate bill No. 5, a bill fo he en tit lei.I 
"An act to correct abuse1:1 and to prevent 
unjust disuriminations and extortions 
in the rates of freight and past1e11ger 
tarltfon the different railroads in this 
State, to prevent pooling and to estab
lish reasonable maxin1um rates of 
charges for the transportation of p11.s-
1:1engers and freight on said railroad1:1; 
to prohibit railroad companies, corpo
rations and lessees in this State from 
~barging other than just and reasona
ble rates, anrl to provide adequate 
penalties for the enforcement of the 
11ame, and to prescribe a mode of 1>ro
cedure and rules of evidence in rela
tion thereto, and also to create a board 
of railway commissioners, and to pre
scribe their powers and duties in rela
tion to the s"me," 

Being the special order, was laid 
before the Senate and 

Read the second time. 

House bill No. 5571 a bill to be en
titled "An act supplemental to and 
amendatory of ·an act passed at the 
present session of the Twenty-first 
Legislature, approved February 15, 
18891 entitled an act to amend an act to Senator Johnson moved to substi
designate what counties shall compose tute for the bill just rtiad 
the Twenty-ninth judicial district of s b ti Ho 1 . -
.the State of Texas, and to fix the times u s tute use bi ls Nos. 6.i 12, ~, 
of holding courts therein, approved 113~ 1,~2, 191 and 239, a bill to oe enti-
~Iarch so, 1887.'' · tlea An act to correct abuses and to 

The House returns herewith prevent discrimination.s and extor
tions in the rates of freight and pas-

House bill No. 36, a bill to be entl- senger tarrl1fon theditferentrailroads 
tied "An act to amend section 46 in this State, to prevent pooling and 
chapter 25 of the acts of 1885. entitl;;d to establish reasonable maximum rates 
an act to amend chapter 79 of the acts of charges for the transportation or 
of 1883, entitled an act to amend freight and passengef's on said rail
chapter 48 of the acts of 18871 an act to roads; to prohibit railroad companies, 
amend section 46 of an act to enoour- <'.Orporations, lessees and receivers in 
age stockraising and to protect stock- this State from charging other than 
raisers, approved April 22~ 1879, and just and reasonable rates, and to pro
amended .April 4, 1881, ana April 12, vide adeq_uate penalties for the vlola-
1883, and March t:T, 18871

11 with proper tion of this act, and to provide rules of 
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procedure and rules of evidence in re- convicts are engaged, and as far 
latlon thereto,·and to create a railway as practicable the camps of those in 
commission for the State1 prescribing the employ of the railroads, with a. 
their duties and confernng UJ>On it sta.tement of the number of convicts• 
powers to enforce this a.ct and all laws now in: the penitentiaries of the State, 
of thfs State in relation to railroads." and the number hired out, the practi-· 

Senator Johnson spoke at length in cabillty of confining &11 such convicts: 
favor of his motion and in favor of Jn prison wans, the additional peni-
the bill. tentlary room necessary to do so, the 

The President referred best manner of constructing the same, 
House bill No. 86 to the Committee and th~ probable cost thereoft and in 

on Stock and Stockraising. the event sailf committee fl.on it fm-
House bill No. 567 to the Committee practicable to work a11 such convicta 

on Judicial Districts, and so as to pi event escapes and competl-
House blll No. 290 to the Committee tlon with the honest labor of the 

on Counties and County Boundaries. country, and to make a r~rt 
On motion of Senator Burges, the of the same to the Le sla-

Senate adjourned tiU 2:80 p. m. ture, together with such cond tions 
and recommendations as they may 
deem fit and proper, and to examine 
into the propriety and advisability or 
constructing a sewer in connection 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Senate met pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the 
chair. 

Roll called. 
Quorum present. 

Senator Claiborne, by leave, sent up 
a petition of the balance of the farm
ers of Galveston county, fa-v-oring a 
railroad commission. 

Referred to Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

Pending Senator Johnson's motion 
to substitute snbstitute for House 
bllls Nos. 6, 12, 25.z.~ 113, 182, 191 
and 289 for Senat-> bill .!.'lo. 5, 

Senator McDonald made a strong 
argument against the bllls. 

Senator Davis sent up the followlng 
joJnt committee report and asked to 
have it printed in the Journal: 

Report of the joint committee ap
pointed to visit the State peniten
tiaries, farms, etc. 

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the 
Senare, and Hon. F. P . .Atexanaer, 
Speaker of t1'6 House of Represenf.a
tives: 
GENTLEMEN-Your joint committee 

of the Senate and House, appointed 
under House concurrent resolution 
passed January - 1889, to visit and 
examine the condition, management 
aud operation of the penitentiaries, 
the State farm fn Fort Bend county, 
and the di1ferent plantations on which 

with the penitentiary at Huntsville. 
Your OOmmlttee fu. keeping with 

said resolution at once held a meeting
In House Committee.Room No. 3, all 
the members b~!ng present. Hon. W h 

W. Davfs,.State Sima.tor, was elected 
chairman and H. B. Fontain-:l clerkh 

Your committee decided nrst to 
visit the Rusk penitentiary and its: 
adjunct, the coaling camp, and left 
Austin the night of the 31st of Janu
ary and arrived at Rusk penitentiary 
at 1 p. m., FAbruary 1. 

At 2 p. Ill. your committee held an 
informal meeting in the· assistant su
perintendent's office, and upon motion. 
the chair appointed a sub-committee,. 
consisting of Met!srs. Atlee, Parker 
and Brown, to examine the books of· 
the financial agent and the rest of the 
committee to rilake a thorough exam
ination of the workings of the prison 
in its various departments and to hear 
complatntsl if any, of the convicts con
fined there n. 

THE CHAPEL. 

Your committee round this depart
ment presided over by Rev. ;r. C •. 
Woolam who seems fully alive to his: 
responsibility and courteously ex-· 
plained his mode and mauner of ln
t1truction for the spiritual welfare or· 
the convicts, and expressed himself' 
htfhly gratified at the seeming inter
es man1fested by a large number of' 
the convicts in the cause of spiritual 
retQrmatlon. 

The chapel proper is 80x40 feet, with 
benches e&Jl'1>le of seating comforta
bly six . or eil!'ht ~undred convicts~ 
supplied with a good library, partial-
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ly provided by the State, and the bal
ance by private contributions. An 
-organ also graced the hall, and your 
<lOmmlttee were informed that several 
oonvicts were capable of producing the 
.highest order of churcli music. We 
found erected at one end of the bulld
ing a stage with aoproprlate scenery, 
all the handiwork of the prison, which 
was U88d at intervals for the ediftca
:tlon and amusement of the convicts. 

THE KITCHEN, 

This department was next visited 
by your committee, and upon close ln
~pectlon are pleased to report that 
-every p»rt of same evidenced good 
ananagement and cleanly attention. 

The range lllllply large and of the 
best make and style, also an extra ad
junct arranged close by its side, con
sisting of tliree large copper tanks for 
bolling meatsJ soups, etc., all operated 
by 11team. Tne Q<lor arising therefrom 
~mpted the tasting qualities of the 
contents, which was found well sea
aoned, rich and palatable. 

The coft'ee boller hi large and of most 
approved pattern, made expressly for 
large prlsom~ and your committee 
found the coffee made therein strong 
and good. 

The bakery department is conducted 
admirably evidencing a high degree 
of skill in this line, equal, ir not supe
rior to many of our city bakeries. The 
br~ ls made in long loaves, weighing 
·ft'om six to eight ounces. 

The meats and vegetable11 were well 
.cooked, clean and savory. 

DINING ROOJ\[, 

Your committee took occasion t-0 
visit this department while the con
victs were at their meals and tound 
everything In perfect order, the table 
. and table ware clean, and food, a.11 
.before described, in abundance. 

STORE ROOMS. 

·This department disclosed the faC't 
.'that the articles therein contained 
·were of the best quality, consisting of 
:sugar, molasses, coftee meal, flour, 
beef, bacon and vegetables, presidea 

rover by a seemingly efficient steward. 

ORCHARD. 

Your committee only saw at 'a di~-

tance the orchar<!i, but we were in
formed by Major ltoree, superintend
ent that it contaL.ed three or four 
tho~sand trees and was said to be the 
finest one in the State which state
ment was corroborated by citizens and 
convicts, the latter stating that in sea.
Bon they had all the fruit they could 
consume. 

THE FURNACE. 

The "Old Alcalde" blast furnace is 
most certainly an object worthy of in
spection, and to the general observer 
a grand spectacle with its immense 
cauldrons of melted ore, ever 
seething and bubbling ft'om early 
morn till eventide, and all through 
the dark and dismal hours of the 
night its constant work of fiery 
liquidization still goes on. Attaohed 
thereto is an immense cupalo possess
ing the modern apfliances for a com
plete and successfu utilization of the 
valuable ore that Iles within such easy 
reach. 

Your oommlttee was informed by 
Manager Barrett, that the equipments 
generally worked satisfactory, and In 
some instances beyond his expecta
tions, and to him alone ls due great 
praise for his untiring zeal 
and energy in eft'ecting such flatter
ing results. Your comnnttee had the 
pleasure of witnessing several runs of 
iron ft'om fourteen to fifteen tons at 
each run, an increase of near five tons 
beyond its contemplated capacity. 

Mr. Parish financial a.gent, informed 
your committOO that this pig iron ls in 
great demand, especially for stoYe 
vurposes and brings in the market an 
excess of ft'om one dollar and fifty 
cents to three dollars per ton more· 
than other pig iron from the St. Louis 
or other Northern markets. 

PIPE FOUNDRY • 

This valuable adjunct to the blast 
furnace is now in full operation, as 
was witnessed by your committee, the 
moulds cases, travelers, heating 
and d;ying furnace for melting 
ore afl operate like clock-work, 
and perfect in equipment, a more 
thorough organized system seems im
possible. The pipe made will run frm
three to twelve inches in diameter, 
and as your committee were informed 
and believe, of the best quality, and 
will eYentui;.lly prove one of the most 
profitable branches of the iron indus
try. The conYicts in this department 
seem full of life and energy, and the 

.· 
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-'Skill and activity displayed by them department seems to be of the latest 
_your committee candidly assert can- improved make, limited in extent, 
not be l!lurP.assed by any private Jn- however, and, as your committee are 
dustry of hke charact~r In the coun- informed, Inadequate to supply the 
try. The convicts engaged in this in- frequent demands for variomi kinds of 
odu!!!try were all novices, and to Mana- works. Manager Barri.tt has listed the 
.ger Barret.t is due their per- character of machinery required to 
fected education. He appears supply this deficiency, and estimates 
unceasing in his efforts to the cost of same at sixty-two thousand 
:!!tinmlate them to further progress. and seventy-five dollars, said list 
This assertion is sustained by the con- marked "Exhibit A," which is respect
victs themselves, who seem deeply in- fully asked to be made a part of this 
terested in their allotted tasks and report. With such additional machin

·cheerful withal,nodragglngor lagi('ing, erv, Manager Barrett asserts, will en
bnt at it they go during the day a11 able bin:. to give remunerative employ
well as through the dreary hours of ment to three hundred more convicti! 
the :ui,ght, tlie forces being divided inside the walls. 
day and night. Your committee were also shown a 

To the lover.s of the beautit\11 a night number of very beautiful!\rchltectural 
Yhiit to the blast furnace will repay designs for building fronts which, in 
·them. When therunsare being made the judgment of the superlntendant 
.the heavens are lit up for miles and financial agent, wlll prove salable 
around, whwJa~thnes allures visitors and remunerative. Your committee 
.from the grltJllhie city of Rusk t-0 more were also shown the massive cast iron 
·nearly approach the grand specta- bass pillows and mantels for the new 
'(:le. The exhaustive report of Super- furnace to be erected in New Blrmlng
intendent Goree and Financial Agent ham1 now nearly completed, weighing 
.Parish for the tWQ years, ending Oeto- in tne neighborhood of fifty tQns a 
ber 31, 1888, <Jontain all the necessary gigantic piece of work and skillfully 
data and inf"rmatlon a.'! to the success I constructed. 
-of this furna('e1 and your cominittee re-
spectfully refer same to your honorable I HOSPITAL. 
bodies, ha-vlnl!', a!! we think, verified 
:the statements -!!Elt forth in said re- I This de1>artment appeared admira
port8 by a critical personal examlna- bly adapted for the purpose, being 
.tion, and we therefore c.beerfully reit- well ventilated clean and exceedingl.v 
erate all that said. reports contain re-1 comfortable in all its appointments. 
lative to the uorkinir;; and grand '!'he mtr11es seemed attentive and 
!!twcess of thii< P'Jrtiou of the iron in- 1 kindly disposed. Beds and bedding 
·du~try at Uu:,ik. j evidei1ced care and attention, and the 

I inmate11 cheerfully ex1>ressed their 
F11l'~HHY, thank!! for U1e kindly care extended 

I them. Your committee heardnocom-
Thii,i department is also in fine 

1 
plaints as to want of att~ntion or un

working order and. eYidences the>Jame i palatable diet. Your ('ommittee's no
cle:tree of sklll, energy and activity 1

1

. tice was called t-0 two convicts, one 
as -wit.ne!!sed at tbe'furuace. You"r white and the other colored whose 
.eomm.it.tee paid special attention to condition the physician, Dr. Jameson, 
the castiug of stoves, quite a number pronounced incurable. 'fhe white 
t1eiug <'&1!,t in our presence, and we are man had been confined to his bed in a 
!;itt.istied will compare favorably with sitting posture for near seven months; 
stoves. made elsewhere, same style disease consumpt.ion. 'fhe negro ·had 
and pattern~ but your e.ommi ttee Wllre beiin confined over twelve months; dis
informed by Superintendent Gon·e ease dropsy. The st.ate deriYes 
that their manufacture has not pr0Ye11. no benefit whatever by their impl'is· 
very profitable, owing to much com· onment, on the contrary they are a 
petition with east~rn markets. Your constant care and expense. Yourcom
eomrnitfoe were also shown mittee, therefore, recommend that they 
~everal ruassh·e pillars, girders, be discharged, providing .they h~ve 
etc., the produ('t of this branch, which friends or relath·es who will pron 
manager Barrett states are equal to for them. 
··.vork of like character macle elsewhere 
. 'rnd !l8 to <iUality of iron :,iuper10r. i 1ISPEXHA'l'OR Y • 

::IL\.C'IIIXE sHoP:-:. '!'his department ;\'<>Ur committe 
found in charge of a very polite convict 

.l'he d.111ract-er of machinery in this steward, and as we were iuformed h~' 
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the resident physician, was a regular recommend this prison as a 
graduate in pharmacy, who certainly~ model one, statements to the cou
t.o the minds of your commi~tee, ap- trarjr notwithstanding, and the 
peared master of his professlon-:-the peol)le of Texas can proudly point to 
medicines were arranged in the neat- Rusk penitentiary (a necessary evil 
est order, tastefullf labeled, evidenc- though it be) as first class in appoint
ing constant attention. ments, management and systematic 

The books kept In this department workings, Sllcond to no institution of 
are worthy of mention, in which are like character in the country. 
recorded dally and nigntly the char- In closing our report of this prlsonf 
acter of medicine administered, the your committee in conclusion wil 
hour of taking and effect, which is state that the inmates were given an 
done for the benefit of the physician opportunity to come forward .and 
in charge in making his dally rounds make their complaints with the posi
a system complete in detail and wed tlve assurance on our part that none 
worthy of commendation. should suffer for so doing. Several 

came, others were questioned by mem
bers of your committee en route 
through the various departments, and 

CLOTHING. 

Your committee found the convicts your committee are satisfied that the 
provided with warm and comfortable majority of complaints heard were 
clothing, such as ls required by law, trlvall all beirig afterwards en
and upon full Investigation, heard no quirea Into by. your committee 
complaints on this score. 6y sworn testimony of managers 

Your committee visited and thor- and guards. '!'he general complaint 
oughly inspected the washing and was punishment, such as the lash, 
bathing departments and found ade- dark cells, etc., and that they were 
quate facilities tor the purpose, patent punished upon false accusationsi 
washers, wringers and oath tubs, which, as your honorable body wel 
cleanly lil appearance and systemat- knows, is very difficult' to determine. 
ically arranged and governed. However, your committee, in order to 

The soap factory your committee ferret out these complaints, examined 
found pre!!ldea over bjr a two hundred officers and guards under oath upo11 
and twenty pound aged colored con- charges made by convicts and found 
vict, with Ilfe sentence, who prided that the punishments were inflicted 
himself on being au expert soapist, by proper authority for some viola
which soap Is manufactured without tlon of the rules and upon 
boilh?g, a new process worthy of our reference to a ' book kept 
mention. for this purpose were found duly 

of same, upon what charge, and by 
THE PRISON, I recorded,date of punishment,character 

The prison is built of red sandstone, whose authority, evidencing a thor
finely ventilated and lighted by ough system. Not stopping at this, 
electricity. The various cells, four your committee interroll'&ted many 
tiers deep were ..minutely .inspected, convicts (not trustys) on this subject, 
and were found clean and comfortable, and invarialy found that the convicts 
beds and bedding, walls and floors making complaints had the cbarater 
presented eYidence of constant care, of being unruly Bild violators of pris
and upon an examination of convicts on rules. Large numb.,rs stated that 
on this subject heard no complaints. they were humanely treated, well fed 
Some of the ~lls appeared very neatly and clothed, and were never pun
fumished, with pictures hanging ishedbassurlng your committee that 
upon the walls, and upon inquiry good ehavlor was a safeguard against 
your committee· were informed that punishment. 
this was allowed at the convicts' ex- February 3. Your committee hav
pense as a reward for good behavior. ing concluded its labors at Rusk Peui
Your committee found the water sup- ten tlacy, left this day at 7:30 a. m. and 
ply ample and of good quality. It arrived at the coaling. camp, fifteen 
would be imposi!ible for your commit- miles distant, at 12:30 p. m. 
tee to elaborate more fully upon the 
workings. condition, etc., ofth1s prison 
for lack of time. We have simply en
deavored to give a general outline of 
our examination, inspection and in
vestigation of the prison, as per in
structions set forth In concur
rent resolution. We heartily 

COALING CAlllP. 

This camp is situated fifteen miles 
sou th of Rusk on the Kansas and 
Gulf Southern Railroad. We found 
employed in this Industry about two 
hundred convicts making charcoal ro 
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operat.e the blast fQmaoe. . Upon .in- Harness and trimming department, 
qillry we were informed ·by Buperin- Boiler and machine shops, 
tendent Goree that it reguires the Tailor and shoe shops, 
wood from six acres of land per day, Foundry . 
or about two thousand acres Wool and carding department, 
per annum to supply the neoessary Chair department, 
amount of che.rooal to operate the fur- Cloth and spiniling factory, and 
nace, which consumesdailytrom thtee Cabinet department. 
to four thousand bushels, an it.em to It would be almost lmpoeslble, owing 
oontemplat.e of vast proportions. to the length of time and space allot-

The camf proper is situated on high ted for your committee to elaborate 
. land in fill view of the surroundlDg fully upon each branch of this multi

oountry, and a few hundred yards from. tude of industries, but we do not hesi
the main line of railroad, the looalitl tat.e in saying tnat the activity dis
well calculated, in your committee s played b3 managers and convicts in 
judgment, for camp purposes, being these 11everal departments evidence 
dry and apparently hea1thy •. Your perfected management and the best of 
oommittee found the buildings amply il18cipline, and In many instances the 
large, commodious and well ventilated, very highest order of skill. The ar
.and whlle economical in structure, ticles manufactured appear of the best 
8uftlclently capa~le of resisting escapes quality, both u to material and style 
and insuring CQmfort to the inmates. and ftlliBh, and well worthy ~he pat-

Your committee carefully inspect.ed ronage ofa generous public. · 
the prison, kitchen and dining rooms, Mr. Parish, financial agent, informs 
and found each department admlrablj your committee that in Introducing 
cared for. the various articles to the trade he is 

Clean and systematically arranged, thrown in competition with other 
the range ample in size and coolilng manufacturers, and he unhesitatingly 
utensils presented proper care and at~ asserts that the penitentiary products 
ten ti on. · are equal if not superior to many artl-

y eur committee found the food to oles of like character that flood our 
be of good quality, well cooked, and markets and thl11 vast competition 
ofsuch character as is prescribed by renders It necessary to so list hls prices 
law. · that many articles now manufactured 

The clothing and bedding were also will soon be unremunerative. For 
found to be warm and comfortable, further information on this point your 
and upon interrogating the convicts committee respectfully refer to ftnan
on these subjects, heard no com- cial agent's report, which is full and 
plaints. comprehensive. 

The sergeant in charge, Mr. Brownl 
appeared fully up to his duties, ana DINING ROOM AND KITCHEN. 
upon Inquiry we learned gives general 
satisfaction. .Mr. Brown reports that · In thetm particular departments 
the convicts work falthfullyJ.and few, your committee were very thorough 
if any, attempt to escape. r our com- in their examination and inspection, 
mlttee respectfully refer to Superin- and found ample provision µiade in 
tendent Goree's rep<>rt as to the work- the culinary line. A range, large and 
inirs of this camp. The stock used at accompanied with the neoe888.1Y ad· 
this camp consists of ftve horses (for junots for "cooking purposesl such as 
guard purposes) twenty-seven mules boilers for making soup, cooKing rice 
and forty-four oxen, all of which ap- and other vegetables, etc.; also an im
pear in good condition, well fed and manse coffee boiler. Marked slgn11 of 
otherwise evidencing proper ·care and cleanliness Wai everywhere to be 
attentiolJ· . . found. As at Rusk, your committee 

Your committee left the coaling visited the dining rooms several times 
eamp at 4 p. m. and arrived at Hunts- when the convicts were at meals and 
ville at 5:20 a. m., February 4. • found them amply provided with good 

HUNTSYILI,E PEjS"ITENTIARY. 

The various departments . of this 
vast institution were very closely in
spected by your committee, consist-
in~ of . 

Blacksmith shop, 
Paint shop 
Wagon and buggy shop, 

food, clean and rapidly served by nu
merous convict waiters, the tables 
and table ware in keeping with prison 
requirements and in cleanly order. 

The provision dflpartment wa8 sys, 
tematically arranged and governed 
and of the best quality, !IUCh as flour, 
meal, bacon, beef, driedandgreen. veg
etables, molasses and 11ugar, the latter 
the product of Harlem plantation, 
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equal t;o articles of same (O'ade made 
anywhere. 

Your committ.ee were also close in
spect.ors of the hospital and dispen
sary, and are pleased t;o report that 
the sick and convalescent confined 
therein appear properly caren 
for. They themselves reported t;o 
your committee that the doctors and 
nurses were kind and attentive. The 
number of 111ck and otherwise disabled 
convicts at this prison were largely in 
excess of those at Rusk, owing t;o the 
fact as your committee were inform
ed by the resident physician, Dr. 
Bush, and Superintendent Goree, that 
this prison was made the receptacle 
for all convicts discharged from farms 
and other contract camps, incapable 
from disease of injuries for the labor 
required by them, and were returned 
t;o this prison for medical treatment. 
The dispensary seems supplied with 
medicines and other medical 
appliances necessary, where are 
compounded various oonics, etc., 
for d,istribution t;o the camps 
and farms. This department is 
presided o~r by a convict, under the 
ilirection and control of Dr. Bush, 
who seems vigilant and watchful in 
the discharge or the duties assigned 
him. 

As at Rusk, your committee gave all 
convicts desiring t;o made complaints 
an opportunity t;o do so. Quite a num
ber came forward. Your committee 
found the complaints the same char
act.er as at Rusk. 

Man&flers and guards were exam
ined, under oathi upon these 
charges, and wh le y9ur com
mitt.ee believe that iu some few 
instances the punishment may have 
been Inflicted upon false accusations 
yet, it is a ma.ttflr very diftlcult t;o de
termine. The records kept for the 
purpose in the superint.endent's office 
disclose. the name of each convict pun
ished, character of punishment, ca.use 
of same, and by whose a.uthonty in
tUcted. And it is the opinion of your 
committee that where suoh a positive 
system is adopted but few overt acts 
or unjust punishments on the pa.rt of 
the management can occur, each indi
Vidua.l case as stated to us by mana
gers under oath being. inquired lnt;o 
fully before punishment Is inflicted. 

The surroundings of this prison ap
pears as cleanly as its crowded condi
tion will permit, being limited in space 
and so many character of industries, 
having for many years been added t;o 
to supply buildings for increased in
dustries. 

This prison does not prepossess the 

observer as at Rusk1 owin« to itit a.ge
a.nd crowded condition. 

Your committee inspeet.ed the cell81 
closely and found them t;o be clea.n
and comfortable. 

As per instructions in concurrent 
resolution, your commitftle examined 
int;o the sanitary condition of the
prison and a.re Miisfied that some im
provement is necessary: We found 
no avenue for the proper carrying ofr 
the garbage or other refuse matter by 
a system of sewerage. The system
adopted at present is not only ex1>en
sive but laborious such refuse being· 
carted several miles in clo1:1e barrels, 
which requires the constant labor of" 
one convi.:t and a yoke of oxen, pass
ing daily through the city, a seeming· 
annoyance and discomfort *<>the cltf
zens. 

Your committee were waited upon· 
by a committee ot citizens of Hunts
ville, consisting of the mayor, county 
judge and 11everal resident physicians, 
who claimed that the epidemic of ty
phoid fever that raged In their midst. 
during the fall was solely due t;o the
unsanitary condition or lael: of proper 
sewerage of this prison. Your com
mittee were t;o some extent surpri'led 
with their arbitrary manner, ]l81rticu
larly that of the mayor, who U seems. 
appeared Inclined to demand at the
hands of the State a thorough system 
of sewerage running through the en-. 
tire city t;o a natural reservoir, about 
one and a half miles from its oorporate
limlta. After considerable discussion 
your committee were unable to ar
rive at a proner solution of the ques
tion, and while admitting that som& 
steps are necessary in thl11 direction; 
yet, a.re unwilling t;o eaddle the whol& 
responsibillty upon the State, in erect
ing a complet.e system of sewerage for· 
the city of Huntsville. 

Your committee, therefore recom
mend that the Penitentiary ~rd b& 
instructed t;o visit the Huntsvill&. 
prison and examine ful1y into this 
question, and devise the best and most 
economical plan for securing a proper 
remedy of this evil by sewerage or· 
etJ1erwlse. · 

Your committee visited the Stat& 
f~rm known as Wynne's, located tw<» 
miles northwest of Huntsville, and 
found the farm in good condition, con
victs comfortably quartered, fed and 
clothed, and upon examination, heard 
no complaints. Many convicts ex-· 
pressed their preference for farm labor 
over confined prison life. 

The products of this farm and its: 
adjunct, the Johnson farm, your com
mittee are informed by the financial 
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agent, were ample to supply the your committee that there was due a 
dothing, beds aud bedding of the en- certain convict two hundred and tlftv 
t.ire penitentiary system and forage dollars, which amount was borrowed. 
imfficient to make the crop of 1889, alim from the convict by the assistant su
forage and vegetables required at the periutendent, 'Vm. Neal Ramey, and 
Huntsville prison. a promissory note given for same, 

The sub-committee appointed at : whieh amount your committee wer~ 
Hn~k to examine the books of the: informed h! still due und unpaid. 
financial agent at Hn,,ik and Hu.its- i 'l'he further sum of ninety-nine 
ville prisons respectfully snlimit. the\ 1lollars and thirty-four cenhi fot' 
foilowing: 1 supplie:.1 purchased at Husk for 

Your committee heg to report as to certain convicts, the items clmr.,.e1l 
the i,;ystem of keeping aceon11ts of the: to them on their account 'i'mt 
ti11ances of the ~t.ate prison>': i the purclmse money still due 

.Fir,,:t. A carefnl exa1111n11tio11 of the; and nu paid. 'l'he shot·tage referred 
l1ook,,: at Hu11tf<vilie m11l Hn"k neni- to ahove is se1mred to the 8tate hv 11 
tt-utiarie:< shows the sunw tu lJCJ "kept ho111l exacted by the Penitentiary 
i11 a 1Jni;ine;;1<-like manuer, and we llml, Buurll uf snit! assistant "'nperinteml-
110 ean!>e to complain. :\Inch time. ent. 
wonhl be required to examine minute- 1 Your committee find furiher that. 
l,\· into all the bu!<ine,.;s transactions in . the Peniteutinry Board, in view of the
. .-ounedion with the ntrions iudu,,tries; apparent :,ihortage uf muney8 due the 
nt' the i-!tate prisons and farms and couvicti,i, directed the thmncial agent 
··c.111viet. labor contracts, aml yotu· com-; to make good the :,ium11 ont of an,\
mittee limited their investigations to a: moueyi,i in his hand11 belong"ing to thl" 
~eneral observation of the manner of State, and we would recommend that. 
keeping the accounts/ going into detail such act lie ratified by the J,egii,ila
in seYeralinstance«; 10we,·er, to ,·erifv ture. 
,·ertain entries, finding each Your committee left Hunt;n-ille the 
time eYerything readily explained night of the •3th of .February and ar
mlll vouchers on file where necessary. rived at Harlem plantation, Fort Bend 
'Ye believe the system of bookkeeil- count~; next day at 1 p. m. 
iug is c01nplete, and we commend the 
eareful, painstaking and satisfactory HARLE:\£ l'J,,\X'l'A'l'IOX. 
manner m which all accounts, with 
the \"arious sources of revenue, are 'fhis plantation contains about two 
ke'{lt. thousand seven hundred and sixh·-

' · k ei,irht acres, is well drained and fenced, 
·our committees attention at Rus with im}lrovements erected thereond 

was called to the fact that the late 
Assistant Superintendent, 'Vm. Neal consisting of substantial prisons an 
Ramey had left his office without neeei,isary guard houses; also a large 
delivering to anyone the keys ot a safe well equipped brick sugar mill. Num
in which were kept the moneys of con- her of convicts employed one hundred 

h h l d and sixty-nine. This farm produced 
victs w ic were ( eposite with last ear 1 014 000 pounds of sug-ar 
~uch officer by them on . ent.er-' 65,ool gallon's of molasses, 2;.5 bales of 
mg the prison. On exammatlon cotto i 16 000 bushels of corn and 4000 
of the books of account 1 

' ' d d l • 
of such officer with the convicts for pounds of fo derf a.n jo~atoes, 1a,\ 
~uch moneys, there appeared to be due and oats to the va. ue of ,.lloO. 
the conYicts the sum of two thousand The estimated net \·alue of 
nine hundred and forty-five dollars crop for 188i, • • . . . $13,404 U 
and fifty cents. Crop for 1888, . . . • . •3l,27U o;, 

L'nder the direction of the Huperin· -----
tendent of Penitentiaries, the 11aid sate Total net profit for 2 yea.rs, :364,080 11) 
was opened by force a.ud the smn of 
four thou!!and and fifty-two dollari,i Your committee are pleased to re
was found, revealing a 8horfa~e of I port that Upon & thorough examin
!!<UCh fnndi,i, according to the books, of: a.tlon of the convi<:ts .we h_eard but 
two thousand four hundred and ninety-I few complaints, triv1al. m their ua~ure. 
three dollars ancl fifty cents. 'l'he same opport.umty wa;,i v1ven 

The books referred to in nowise ap- them as at Hui,ik a.ud at Huntsvifie to 
pertain to the financial agent's make complaint1:1. 
books, being separate and distinct, I The prison dining hall and Clllinan· 
and kept by the assistant superintend-

1 
departments were minutely Inspected. 

ent, as a.re all other personal accounts I and were found to be a.s cleanly and. 
of the convicts. comfortable as could be expected, th& 

The fa.ct was further disclosed to, character uf labor con;,iidered. The-
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provisions were found well cooked 
and in abundance, and fully up to the 
requirements. 

rn our examination of convicts we 
found none that wished · to return to 
confined prison life. 

The doctor's report of thlt1 day 
shows ten on the sick list, only t.wo of 
the numbe!z however, with fevers, the 
balance amicted with private dis
eases, sore eyes and fractures. Five 
of the number had been ordered to be 
transferred to Huntsville for medical 
treatment. 

Your committ~ learned that the 
convicts worked on this farm are nine
ty per cent second and third class 
hands, just such as are declined to be 
received on contract farms or rail
roads. 

The large and valuable crops made 
on this farm with this character of la
bor is a very flattering testimonial to 
the State farm system. 

Your committee next day visited the 
plantations of Col. Cunnin~ham and 
Ellis, and upon rigid investigation are 
oonstralned to report that convicts are 
weU fed and clothed and humanely 
treated-in fact heard no complaints. 

The convicts employed on th~e two 
places are as follow11: 
E H. Cunningham 
C. A. Ellis ••.. 

.... 153 
• • • • 178 

Your committee found employed on 
these places several ex-convicts, white 
and colored, whom we _P,laced under 
oath to arrive at, if possible, the true 
state of facts as to treatment, etc. 
Said parties testified that the convicts 
were well fed and humanely treated, 
and that punishments were not fre
quent, and when inflicted were by 
proper authority of the inspector, 
.and for some violation of pre
~cri bed rules. 'fhe prisoners' kitchen 
and dining hall were also inspected 
and found to be as clean and comfort
able as the nature of their employ
ment would pt>rnlit. Convicts ap
peared cheerful, and few, if any, de-
8iroui,i of returning to confined prison 
life. 

Your committee left the Fort Ren1l, 

Fontaine to vildt the State reforma
tory at Gatesville. Your committee 
are pleased to report that they t'ound 
the convicts at these farms well fed 
and clothed and comfortably quart
ered. We heard but few complain.ts, 
and as a rule prisioners were satisfied 
with their treatment; and, as at other 
places, the preference was given to 
farm labor over prison life inside the 
walls. 

Owing to the dreadful condition of 
the roads your committee ceased their 
labor at these points, finding it impos
sible to go in a body to the different 
places left unvisited, but from the re
sult of their examinations at five dif
ferent farms are forced to presume 
that the convicts let out by contract 
elsewhere are well fed and clothed 
and otherwise proper 1y cared ,for. 

Number of convicts at Rusk and 
Huntsville penitentiaries, farms aud 
other convict camps: 

Huntsville and farm.'! . . • . . 72.1 
Rusk and coaling camp . . . . 87:? 
Ball, Hutchins & Co. farm . . . 130 
E. H. Cunningham . . . . . 153 
L.A. Ellis . . • . • . . . . 178 
Darrington. . . . . . . . . 58 
H. R. Hearne. . • ; . . . • . '->> 
T. W. House. . . . • . . . 60 
H. L. Lewis . . . . . . . . 120 
W.W. "'atts farm, . . . . . . 47 
H.K. White, . . . . . . . . 51.i 
R. J. White, . . • . . · . . • . 70 
Ed Wilso~~. . . • . . . . . .'H 
Rogers & .tllll share farms, . . . 113 
William Hearn, . • • • . . 113 
State farm (Harlem), • • . . . lb"'9 
G., H. and S. A. R.R., 1 railroad 

contract, . . . . . . . . . 58 
G., H. and S. A. R. R., 2 railroad 

contractJ . . . . . . . . 60 
G., H. ana S. A. R. R., 3 railroad 

contract!.. . . . . . . . . llO 
I. and G. JS"., 4 railroad contract, .;.~ 
I. and G. 1N ., 2 railroad contract, 5.'3 
l\I., K. and T., No. 1, . . . . . 56 
M.; K. and T., No.!!, . . . . . .'il 
H. and •r. c., . . . . . . . .')(J 

3342 

plnntatio11:,1 on the afternoon of the: 'Yith referenee to that portion of 
;ie\·enth, aml took the night train at coucurrent resolution that require"' 
Houst-0n for Htiurnc. En route your your connnittee to report as to the 
committee agreed, in order to l":tYe practicability of coutiniug all convicts 
time, to divide force8, which was done, within the prison walls, the additional 
as follows: room necessary, the best manner of 

The chairman appointed Messrs. constructing s;1me and probable cost, 
Parker and Johnson, t.he chairman to 1 so as to prevent escapes and competi
accompauy them, to visit the Lewis I tion with honest labor, is in the mmd,; 
farm, and Messrs. Campbell and of your committee, in part rather a • 
Brown to visit the Rogers farmJ. and difficult problem for solution. 
Representatin McGehee and Clerk Your committee has given this sub-
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ject much consideration and have 
taithfully surveyed every avenue that 
in their opinion would lead them to a 
(}orrect solution. 

The latest legislative declaration .of 
a policy on this subject h1 contained in 
(}hapter XCV, section 4, general laws 
of the Nineteenth Leglsfature, which 
reads as follows: 

"It shall be the duty of the Peniten
tiary Board to confine all convicts 
within the walls of the penitentiary as 
8oon as suitable prisons can be 11rovided 
for their confinement and employment 
In such manner that they will be self 
supporting, and until adequate pro
vision is Inade for such confinement 
and employment of convicts, they may 
be employed as provided in section 8 
of this act; .provided, that the peni
tentiary board may at any time, if 
they deem it advisable, purchase a 
penitentiary farm or farms, upon 
which all convicts not self supfiorting 
may be worked by the State. ' 

ThelateDemooraticStateconventlon 
adopted a declaration .favoring the 
oonfinlngof convicts within the walls, 
and demanding of the Legislature to 
provide additional penitentiarlet1 for 
this purpose. 

Prison managers and ex-employes 
have been interviewed by your com
mittee on this subject and the lowest 
estimated cost for so doing will neces
&itate an outlay of at least seven hun
dred and fifty dollars per capita, or 
80methmg near one milllon and a nalf 
-0f dollars; that is to confine all the 
oonvicts now on hand and furnish the 
.facilities for remunerative employ
ment. This calculation makes no pro. 
vision for the increase which in the 
last two years has heen four hundrsd 
and forty-three. The two peniten· 
tia.ries, notwithstanding the outside 
distribution ot convlcts1are now nearly 
or quite filled to tneir capacity, 
and1 in the language of Superin
tenaent Goree, your committee are 
forced t-0 r~iterate that the necessitl 
that existed four years ago is intensi
fied by the large and continued in· 
crease since that time. On your com· 
mittee's retur!i. to Austin they invited 
the Penitentiary Board to meet with 
them. A free conference was had, 
and the vexed question as to the prac
ticability of confining all the convicts 
within the prison walls. so as to make 
them self-supporting witnout antagon· 
izing honest labor, was discussed in 
all of itt1 bearings, and your commit
tee are forced to the conclusion that 
the question of non-competition with 
honest labor is next to impossible. 
Every production, whether from the 

soil or sklll64 manufacturel more or 
less con:flicts with honest laoor when 
such production is the result of con
vict labor, but of the two··your com
mittee are satisfied that the former is 
least objectionable. The latter will 
entailanimmense~outlay by the State, 
with no positive guarantee of final re
muneratlve success. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Your committee would respectfully 
make the following recommendations 
concerning the Texas penitentiaries: 

We re<>.ommend that a board of' par
dons should be established, composed 
of' three citizens of' the State of Texas, 
whose duty it shall be to visit every 
three months the penitentiaries1 farms 
and camps wherein convicli8 are 
worked in this State, and after care
ful examination recommend to the 
Governor the names of' any and all con
victs whom they _may think proper 
subjects for pardons. 

We rec'JIDmend that parties confined 
in the penitentiaries su1feringfrom in
cura.ble diseases and nearing death's 
door, may, on the recommendation of 
the resident physician approved by 
the 11uperlntendent, where sW.d con
victs have friends who will'take and 
provide for them1.shall be pardoned 
out of the penltent:aaries. 

We recommend that the sum of 
sixty-two thousand and seventy-five 
dol.l&rs be appropriated, to be expend
ed at Rusk penltentlaryln fully equip
ping the machine shop with necessary 
machinery to enable the working of at 
least three hundred or more convicts 
at remunerative employment, within 
the walls. 

We recommend that the State take 
some action towards securing a rail• 
road, of standard gauge, from Rusk 
penitentiary to the Missouri Pacific 
railway connections, in case satisf'ac- . 
tory terms for transportation cannot 
be made with the road now running 
to Rusk. 

We recommend that the salary of 
the physicians at Rusk and Hunts
ville ~nitentluries be increased from 
seven hundred ancl fifty dollars to one 
thousand two hundred dollars per 
annum. 

"\Ve recommend that a law be en
acted, requiring assistant superin
tendents to give a good and sufficient 
bond for the safe keeping of convicts' 
funds deposited with them by convicts 
on entering the prisons. 

We recommend th.at the sum of 
$5000, or so much thereof as is neces
sary, be appropriated for the pu_rpose 
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of gettln~ rid of the the garbatf!.r the to purchase material to 
Huntsvi e and Rusk penlten es by carry on industries . • 00,000 00 
sewerage or otherwise. To amount e.pgropriated 

We recommend that the bill now by Twentiet Legisla-
pendinf. bef:>re the Legislature pro- ture, riular session, 
viding or the purchase of a State farm ~uro ase land for 
upon which to work convicts do pass. c ng purposes • . 2.5,000 00 

To amount drawn from 
STATE PENITENTIARIES. Comptroller by Finan-

Dr. cial ANent Brahau 
To amount appropriatoo against eposits made 

by Seveuteeuth Le~s- by him from June,1884, 
latureatcalled sess on, to April, 18&5. . • . 50,000 00 
to settle with lessees, . $40,000 00 To amount ap~opriated 

To amount appropriated by Twentlet Leglsla-
by Eighteenth Lefcis- ture, refiular session, 
laturebreer sess on, to repa r sugar ma-
to ena le oard to set- chinery on State farm. 2,500 00 
tie with lessees in case To amount aptropriated 
of resumption 50,000 00 by Twentiet Legisla-

To amount of ap~roprla- ture, regular sesSion, 
tion by Eig teenth to purchase literature 
Legislature, reclar for convicts . . • • 500 00 
session, to enable tate To amount proceeds con-
to resume control of vict labor from May 16, 
penitentiaries and op- 1883, (day of resump-
erate on State aooou::!i 100,000 00 tion by State) to Octo-

To amount approprla her 31, 1884, 'F&er Ex-
by Eighteenth Le~s- hibit C.,. anclal 
l&ture, regular sess on, AgentBrahan's report 524,242 40 
to purchase 11 bro.ry at To amount proceeds con-
Rusk, •••••. 500 00 vict labor from N ovem-

To amount appropriated her 1, 1884, to October 
by Nineteenth ~is- 31, 1886, as per Exhibit 
laturek regulars on, A., Financial Agent 
to ma e up deficiency Brahan 's report . 778,530 53 
in monthly expenses, . 75,000 00 To amount proceeds con- • To amount a1lfiropriated vict labor from N ovem-
hy the ineteenth ber 1, 1886, to October 
Legislature, regular 31, 1888, as per Exhibit 
session, to purchase A., Financial Agent 
material to carry on Parish's report 1,055,795 44· 
industries, . . . • . 75,000 00 ------

To amount a1lf:ropriated $2,948,335 73 
by the ineteenth 

Stcttc Penitentiaries. Legislature, r~lar 
sessiont for the evel-
opmen of iron Indus- 1883. Or. 

· try at Rusk, • • • . 50,000 00 May 29 by amount .Jttfid 
To amount a'Wiropriated Cunningham & llls 

by . the ineteenth by Penitentiary Board 
. Legislature to replen- on expiration of lease, 

ish library,. . . • . 500 00 being for excess in 
To amount a)firopriated value of pro~erty turn-

by the ineteenth ed over to essees by; 
Legislature, r~lar State when lease was 
session, to pal ames made. See books Peni-
Hardlnsc, ol guard tentiarfi'. Board • . . $59,724 42 
claim, 1868 and 1869, . 767· 31 May 29, y amount paid 

To amount ap:f:'~r~d Morrow,Hambf&Co., 
by Twentiet gisla- lessees of Rus Peoi-
ture, regular session, tentiary, onsettiement 

~ to make up deficiency for property received 
in monthly expenses,. 60,000 00 from by State at ex-

To amount ap&r~iated giration of lease. See 
by Twentie gisla- ooks of Penitentiary 

12,719 56 ture, regular session, Board 
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May 29, by amount paid of control of the peniten-
Larmour & Guinn for tiaries • • • . • • . • $089,767 31 
services takin~ Invent-
ory. See boO s Peni- State Penitentiaries. Cr. 
tentlar& Board • . . 173 00 

July 17l y_ amount fiild. By amount undrawn of the 
Cunn ngham & llls ac,proRrlatlon made by 
for Wynne farm (1900 t e E ghteenth Legisla.-
acres) . • • 21,000 00 ture .•.••.•. $00,891 76. 

July 17, by amount ex- By amount cash on hand 
~uses for salary, etc., ·November 1, 1888, as per 

enitentlary Board for Exhibit B, Financial 
two years • • 1,991 26 Agent Parish's report • a•>,583 34. 

• July 17d by amount dis- By amount undrawn of ap-
,burse by Financial proprlation made to rcur-
Agent Brahan, from ehase books for conv ots, 
May 16, 1883, to Octo- which is now in Treas-
ber 3\) 1884, as per ex- ury ...• 250 00. 
hiblt I his ~rt • • 519,242 45 By balance• .• 439,542 21 

By amount ef:i11ited 
with cemptrol er by $539,767 31 
Financial Agent Bra-
ban, March, 1883, as Dr. 
per exhibit D, his To palance used by man-
report, •.•••• 50,000 00 agement 11ince May 16, 

BI" amount expended by 1883, ••.••••• $4.39,542 21 
Financial Agent Bra.- Amount to balance, 343;762 91> 
ban for Ll~iaryat Rusk 
g:mt.entiary, Novem- $783,805 ID 

r 2, 1883,as per Comp- , troller's boOk, page Or. 
277, • • • • • • . 500 00 B'\vamount invested in 

B~mount disbursed by ynnefarm, •••• $21,000 00. 
ancial Agent Bra- By amount invested in 

· ban from November 1, ·permanent imf.rove-
1884, to October 31,1886, men ts, from May 1 , 1883, 
as per exhibit B, his to October 1, 1884, as per 
report, •••... 956,547 84 . Exhibit D, Financial 

By amount disbursed by Agent Brahan's f!S°rt, 32,281 l& 
Financial Agent Par- B1f amount inves in 
ish, from November 1, ve stock, as pe):!f?nt 
1886, to October 81a 1888, Brahan'11 report, bit 
as per exhibit , his D, 1883 and 1884, • • • 3,819 00. 
report, • • • . • • 1,226,212 10 By amount invested In 

By amount appropriated gin house, gin stand, 
undrawn now in Treas- cotton ~ress, etc., as ifrer 
ury to purchase books Financ 1 A£nt ra-
for convicts, • . . • 250 00 ban's report, hlbit H, l,510 O& 

By cash on hand Nov . .I, 
! 

By amount invested in 
1888, as J>er exhibit B, permanent improve-
Financial Agent Par- ments from November 
ish's report, . . • . 30,563 84 ~ 1884, to October 31,1886, 

By amount undrawn of inancial ~ent Bra-
theap~~lation made ban, as per hlblt I, • 56,508 00.. 
by the g teen th Leg- By amount paid for real 
isiature of $100,000, 69,391 76 estate by Financial 

----- Agent Brahan, as per 
$2,948;335 73 EXhlblt Cl his report. . 40,818 12 

By amount nvestedinlive 
State Penitentiaries. Dr. stock by Financial 

To total amount of appro-
Agent Brahan, as per 
EXhlbit C, his report, • 17,426 11 

~tlon of Seventeenth, By amount invested in 
hteenth and Nine- permanent improve-

teenth and Twentieth ments bfe Financial 
Iclslatures used since Aftnt Par sh, as per Ex-
resumption by the State h~ it C, his report, • • 00,424 82 
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..By amount invested in 
live .atock by Financial 
Agent Parish, as per Ex
hibit C, his report, • . 

By amount invested in 
real estate by Financial 
Agent Parish, as per Ex
hibit C, his report, • . 

By amount goOds, wares 
and merchandise, bills 
receivable and personal 
accounts, etc., on hand 
November 1, 1888, as per 
Exhibit J, financial 
agent's report, . . . 

13,347 55 

28,956 35 

477,714 17 

$783,305 20 

Cr. 
By balance, • • . . . . $343,762 99 

On the Rogers farm there were one 
hundred and ten second cla~s negro 
convicts whose net earnings was as 
exhibit H of Financial Agent Pari~h's 
report, $11.97. -

State Farm (Wynne.) 

On the 'Vynne farm, owned and op
erated on State account, there were 
forty-nine medium class, white and 
colored convicts used, whose net earn
ings were as per exhibit H of Finan
cial Agent Parish's report, $14.07. 

Harlem Farm. C1·. 

By total value of crops for 
two years, as per Exhibit 
H{ Financial Agent Par
is i's report . . . . . $1::!::!,547 61 

• Dr. By amount paid out for 
transporting convicts to 
prison, Financial Agent To expenses tor guarding, 
Brahan's report, Exhibit feeding, clothin~, medi-

. D, . • • . . • . . 34,117 50 clues, medinal bills and 
By amount paid for trans- transportation, us per 

porting convicts as per Exhibit Hi Financial 
J:•inancialAgentParish's Agent Paris i's report . $57,867 42 
report Exhibit D ~ 162 3- · To wages of one hundred 

• • • • • __ ' • __ 0 and twenty-nine second-
By amount profits since class convicts, at the 

l\l 16 1883 $385 greater amount earned 
lay• • · · · · ,04::!84 tid $8~' h l ou s e, ·''* per anc 
NOTE-In case the permanent im

fJrovements and all other properties 
acquired since r<'sumption, could be 
.sold at cost price1 the penitentiary 
management coula ref11Dd to the 

. ·State all the appropriations since re
.sumption by the State, and have the 
above amount, sav $385.042 84, as clear 
profit. • · 

NET PROFITS ON CONVICT J,ABOR. 

On twelve different farms using 903 
first class able-bodied convicts, the net 
earnings, as per Financial Agent Par
ish's report, Exhibit E, was per 
111onth per hand, $7.55. • 

Ra ill"oads. 

On five 'iifferent railroad contracts 
using 2!JS first class able-bodied white 
and .:.\Iexican convicts, the net earn
ings per hand per month shows to be 
ns per Exhibit G of Financial A .,.ent 
i~ari,;h's report, $8.74. "' 

SHAUE FAR:\IS. 

On thfl William Hearne farm oper
ated by shares. there were us:ia. one 
hundred amt' twenty-eight seeond
class negro convicts, whmie net earn
ings were as per exhibit H, Financial 
.Agent Parish's report, $6.50. 

per month . . ... 
To interest at 8 per cent on 

$451990.26, first year . . 
To interest at 8 per cent on 

$118,640.75, second year. 

27,059 04 

3,679 22 

9,491 26 

$98,096 94 
Amount clear profit for 

two years • • .. $24,450 67 

It will be seen by examination of 
the above statements that the net prof
its to the State o~ each of the four dif
ferent methods of emploving convicts 
outside of the walls are as follows: 
On those hired t-0 farmers $7.55 per 
capita per month; on those hired to 
railroad con1panies, $8.74; on those 
worked on shares on the Rod.,.ers 
farm, :311.07; on those worked on °the 
'Vynne farm, owned and oper
ated by the 8tate, :314.0i; 011 
those worked on the H!trlem 
farm, owned and operated hv the 
State, to say nothing of the inte1:est ou 
the iIIYestmeut, :3:!\l.S81)er capita per 
month. '.rhe above culeulation aml 
financial exhibit is the rei;ult of se,·
eral dnys' labor of one of our commit
tee, l\Ir. A .. T. Brown of Johnson 
county, by a thorough and aecurnte 
examination of the account as shown 
by the books and records on file in the 
office of the Penitentiary Board . 

'Ve cannot conclude this report 



SENATE JOURNAL. 

without paying a merited tribute to 
the eftlcleney, earnestneee and energy 
of the secretary, Mr. H. B. Fontairie, 
who accompanied us in this tour of 
investigation and iuspectlon. He has 
faithfully noted the result of eacl\ 
day's investigation, and in an oblldng, 
painstaking way, materially aide<l the 
committee In thi8 investigatl.on, and in 
a great measure faclllf41,ted their e:fforts 
to comply with the demands of the 
resolution under which they acted. 

Rel'lpectfull}"_8Ubmitted, 
w. w. DAVIS, 

Chairman. 
R. H. MORRIS, 
E. A. ATLEE, 
GEO. T. McGEEHEE, 

Chairman House Committee. 
A. J. BROWN, 
.JoE A. JOHNSON; 
W. L. CAMPBELL. 

machine, .•.•.• 
One cutting and centering 

IDaehlne, •••••• 
Two emery grinding ma

chines, . . . • • • . 
One 42-inch B<'rew cutting 

eD.&'ine lathe • • • . • 
One Ol'a88 ftnisher's lathe. 
One 80-inch engine lathe . 
One.ID-inch·engine lathe . 
One tap lathe • • • • • 
One spOOial shafting lathe. 
One 54-inch planer . • • • 
One 17-inch planer . • . 
One ftve-fOOt radical drill • 
One key .way cutter 
One 800-pound st.eam ham-

mer •••.•• 
One bolt cutter • • 
Travelers and cranes 
Line shafting • • . 
Line shafting hangers • • 
Line .shattirig compression 

Hon. J. W. Parker dissenting: couplings . . • • . . 
In dissenting from the report of the Line shafting pullles • . 

majority, I do not desire to be under- Counter shafts • • • . • 
stoOd. as denying or eontradictlng said Counter shafts, hanrers . 
report in full; bot as there are em- (",,ounter shafts, pullles • . 
braced in said report statements and Belting, . • • • • • . 
recommendations that I cannot sub- Complete set twist drills, 
scribe to. reamers and sookets, . . 

I therefore shPll avail myself of the One twist drill grinding 
privilege of repor~ing our visit and in- machine, . • . . • . 
vestlgation trom an individual stand- One set standard, caliper 
point. This is done with due deffer- gauges, • . • . • • • 
ence to the opinion of the gentlemen One set t!J,ps and dies, • . 
who sign the majorit;r report. One set gas titters' tools, • 

J.W. PARKER. Twenty-ftve machlnlsts' 
Upon motion Mr. McGehee's report vises, • • ·• • . • • . 

of hls e:xaml.nation and inspection of Ten band drilling ratchets, 
the State reformatory at 'Gatesville Miscellaneous tools, ham-
was made an appendix to this report. mere, gauges, calipers, 

EXHIBIT A. 
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1,200 ()() 

800 ()()> 

1,100 00> 

4,100 ()()o 
950 00 

2,500 00 
1,700 00 
1,000 00 
3,500 00-
4,700 00> 

900 00 
2,000 00· 
1,000 00 

1,225 00 
550 00 

4,000 00 
650 00 
560 00· . 

225 00 
720 00. 
250 00 
300 00 
550 00 
950 ro 

515 ro 

200 00. 

200 00 
130 00. 
175 00 

450.00 
170 00 

500 ro 

$62,075 00· 

, Estimated cost of machine shop for Hon. W. W. Davis, Ohairm,an of ,Joinf 
Rusk penitentiary: Committee to visit and report on the 

One building 200 feet by 50 
feet by 20 feet1 • • • • 

One cylinder ooring and 
facing ma.chme, . . • . 

One 10-ft. bonng and turn
ing mill, ••..•.. 

One 4-ft. boring and turning 
mi!_!.J •...•... 

One .l.'jO. 4 horiwntal bor
ing and drilling machine, 

One 25-inch shaping ma-
chine, ..•.... 

One 10-inch shaping ma-
chin~1 . • . . • . . 

One n:w:tll machine. • . 
One n_g machine 

grinder, ••..... 
One slotting maehine, • . 
One automatic gear cutting 

Penitentiaries, etc.: , 
SIR-I~ as· a ·committee of one ap

$5,400 oo pointed Dy· your joint committee to. 
visit a:r..d · report on the condition, 

2 975 oo management, etc. of the House of 
' Correction and Reformatory, beg leave 

5 850 oo to make the following report: 
' Accompanied by the clerk of your 

1 650 oo joint oonimit~ Mr. H. B. Fontaine,. 
' l arrived at lt&tesville on the 9th 

3 480 oo instant and was taken immediately to. 
' the institution by the superintendent, 
900 oo Captain B. E. McCulloch., 

I found the buildings substantial, of 
500 oo modern style, and folnished with all 

1,500 oo the late improvements for, heating,. 
lighting, dr&l.nageJ etc.l with suftlcient 

350 oo room for two hunared nmates. . 
1,800 oo The entire buildings and grounds

bore such marks ofneatnessandclean-
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liness as are seldom found in institu- with untold good, and that the 
tions of this character. people's money necessarily spent in 

The englne, enaine house, laundry the establishing ·md maintaining of 
.and work8hop11 alf appeared to be am- this reformatory will be as bread cast 
·ple and well aaapted for their intend- upon the waters that will be gathered 
-ed use. .up by them in the years to come. 

'rhere ls a well in the yard near the . I find that the superintendent has 
-engine house nine hundred and ninety- teams and tools enough for farm pur
two feet deep, the water standing poees; that he has run a division fence, 
within thirty-five feet of the surface of cutting off some three hundred acres 
'the ground. of the tiJlable land from the pasture 

It is unfortunate that this well was named; that he has considerable grain 
not tested before theexpenseofnea'rly sown and is preparing corn land, and 
two thousand dollars was mcurred in expects to get a respectable acreage 
boring a second well several hundred planted in cotton . 
.yards from the buildings. Although H1:1 has set out five hundred and fifty 
.a good fiowiug well was obtained, yet fruit trees, and has six acres of laud 
it was too far from the premises to be well prepared for a garden. 
·of much benefit. I feel it my duty to report to your 

After Capt. McCulloch took charge committee, that in my judgment the 
of the reformatory he f.laced a Jarge price paid for this land, to-wit: six 
t1team pump in the mil , near the en- hundred and ninety-six acres, at fif
.gine house, and found that the eupply teen dollars per acre, was too much, 
of water was ample for the purposes. taking into consideration the fact that 

There is now a stand pipe that holds there were no improvements on it 
three t.nousand gallons of water, whatever; only about three hundred 
which if raised to the height of sixty acres of it tillable, with only twenty
feetand kept pumped full would afford five or thirty acres of woodland and 
·water for file protection and all other no permanent water. Whereas, the 
necessary purposes. It could be done law authorizing the purchase of this 
at a eost of about two thousand dol- land required that these indispensable 
lars, and in the judgment of your items sliould be takeninto considera
·committee, both prudence and econ- Uou. 
omy dictate an appropriation for that By reference to the report of the 
purpose. board of trustee!! you wlll find that 

I found twenty-five boys in the re- they recommend the purchase of three 
formatory, about one-half of whom hundred and twenty acres of land 
were in the school room, which is fur- possel!sing all these requisites, which 
nished with desks, blackboards, etc., can be bought, as they are informed 
of the most improved style. The re- for six or seven dollars per acre; and 
mainder of the bl'YS were at work- yet this tract lies adjoining the re

·1:1ome building fence and doing other formatory survey. 
farm work, while others were cooking The item of water has been onr
and doing the usual work necessary to come by the w1:1lls. Th.e laud may 
he done about an institution of this meet the necessities of the institution 
kind. for some yesrs to come, but wood will 

.I was impressed with the cheerful have to be provided. 
and neat appearance of tihese unfortu- Those that are best prepared to 
.nate boys, and was more than ever be- judge think by the end of this year 
fore impressed with the great good there will be some seventy-five in
t.hat may result to the State and socJe- mates and in the course of the next 
~Y by taking these outcasts, as two years they will have increased to 
it were, and, through prop- at least one hundred and fifty. 
er discipline, turn tl?-eir feet The State has a good plant here that 
from the paths of sin and vwe1 and in has cost considerable money and I 
due time send them forth mtn the ·reel that ft would be wisdo~ on the 
world with elevated ideas and honest part of the Legislature to foster the in
aims that will in. the future en~ble stltution by appropriating enough 
them to withstand the. temptations money for its economical support for 
UJd disappointments of bte. the next two years. 

Captain McColloch and his noble Respectfully submitted, 
wife have the success of the insutu- G1m. T. McGEHEE. 
tion at heari, and I can but express 
l·he belief that the wholesome re
straint and christian influences thrown 
~round the inmates will be attended 

On motion of Senator Burges 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock 

to-morrow morning. 


